
From: "Washburn, Ben" </O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE;GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=FDA03CBA30C542059E0AF4208DAD96DA-WASHBURN,BEN>

To:  
CC:
Date: 6/17/2014 2:16:34 PM
Subject: OPA Daily Digest 6/17/14

OPA Daily Digest for 6/16/14
 
Congressional Inquiries:
 
None
 
State Government Inquiries:
 
None
 
Press Inquiries:
 
Associated Press, Kansas City - Maria Fisher – 6/2/14:  Follow-up questions regarding National Zinc site in Cherryvale, Kan.  Contact:  David Bryan, 7433 (open)
 
LeMars Daily Sentinel – Bennet Goldstein – 6/11/14 - Questions about HWY3 PCE Site in LeMars, Iowa.  Contact: Ben Washburn, 7364 (open)
 
KIOS Omaha Public Radio – Cheril Lee – 6/16/14: Requests interview on 6/19/14 about $200,000 EPA Environmental Education Grant to the Omaha Healthy Kids Alliance for
Grassroots Latino Environmental Education (GLEE) initiative in Omaha. Contact: Chris Whitley, 7394 (open)
 
KSDK Channel 5, St. Louis – Grant Bissell – 6/16/14: Questions about the West Lake Landfill Site in Bridgeton, Mo. Contact: Chris Whitley, 7394 (closed)
 
Wall Street Journal – John Emshwiller – 6/17/14: Questions about the West Lake Landfill Site in Bridgeton, Mo. Contact: Chris Whitley, 7394 (closed)
 
KSDK Channel 5, St. Louis – Christina Coleman – 6/16/14: Questions about EPA’s removal action at Wildwood, Mo. Contact: Ben Washburn, 7364 (closed)
 
The Gazette, Cedar Rapids, Iowa – Todd Dorman – 6/17/14: Questions about the waters of the U.S. proposal.  Contact: Kris Lancaster, 7557 (closed)
 
Environmental Stories:
 
KSDK Ch. 5 St. Louis - Radioactive waste outside of West Lake landfill (+video) - 6/17/14 - Newly uncovered documents show radioactive waste may have contaminated areas
outside the West Lake Landfill in Bridgeton. Soil samples taken in 2005 by the Missouri Department of Natural resources found at least three places along St. Charles Rock Road
with unusually high levels of Thorium 230, a radioactive isotope that has been linked to certain types of cancer. http://www.ksdk.com/story/news/2014/06/16/radioactive-waste-



outside-of-west-lake-landfill/10644289/
 
KSDK Channel 5, St. Louis – Wildwood residents fear dioxin near homes – 6/16/14 - People in a Wildwood neighborhood claim they're being left in the dark about the removal
of toxic soil near their homes. Newschannel 5 first reported on the site contaminated with dioxin in the 1980s. Now, decades later, the site is being cleaned up again.
http://www.ksdk.com/story/news/local/2014/06/16/wildwood-dioxin-fears/10652575/
 
KCAU Ch. 9 Sioux City, Iowa - Heavy Rains To Bring Record Flooding in Siouxland - 6/16/14 - Widespread, record flooding is expected along the Rock and Big Sioux Rivers
in Northwest Iowa this week. The cities of Rock Rapids and Rock Valley were already experiencing flood conditions along the river after nearly 7 inches of rain cause a dam to breach
in Southern Minnesota on Saturday. http://www.siouxlandmatters.com/story/d/story/flooding-rock-big-sioux-river-record-flooding/41399/f3A74fkPvkic-RiyPgqnvQ
 
Iowa City Press-Citizen - Hog farm proposal by West Branch man draws criticism - 6/16/14 - A West Branch man’s application for a nearly 2,500-head of hog confinement
feeding operation along the Johnson and Cedar county lines has stirred up opposition from area farmers and landowners. http://www.press-
citizen.com/story/news/local/2014/06/16/hog-farm-proposal-west-branch-man-draws-criticism/10641679/
 
Topeka Capitol-Journal - Rep: Koch using Kansas Chamber to retaliate on renewable energy - 6/16/14 - A Republican legislator says Koch Industries privately tried to
ensure that he vote to repeal renewable energy standards and arranged for the Kansas Chamber of Commerce to pull its endorsement of him because he questioned the company's
lobbying methods. http://cjonline.com/news/2014-06-16/rep-koch-using-kansas-chamber-retaliate-renewable-energy
 
The News-Leader, Springfield, Mo. - Koster to announce action in response to fish kill - 6/16/14 - Attorney General Chris Koster is scheduled to announce some sort of action
Tuesday related to a fish kill last month in Clear Creek in Barry and Lawrence Counties. http://www.news-leader.com/story/news/local/ozarks/2014/06/16/koster-announce-action-
response-fish-kill/10635453/
 
KSN Ch. 3 Wichita, Kan. -  Wind power making tuition affordable for students (+video) - 6/16/14 - Two huge wind turbines went online last year to generate electricity for Fort
Hays State University. Now, faculty and especially students are finding out just how the “green energy” is helping cut costs, including tuition. http://ksn.com/2014/06/16/wind-power-
making-tuition-affordable-for-students/
 
GCN - Consortium tests tools for earthquake response - 6/16/14 - One of the largest U.S. regional exercises for earthquake preparedness will be held June 16-20 by the Central
United States Earthquake Consortium (CUSEC) to test regional response and coordination challenges, such as communications, situational awareness, resource management,
transportation and private sector integration. http://gcn.com/articles/2014/06/16/earthquake-response-tools.aspx
 
Biodiesel Magazine - Ceremonial groundbreaking held for Iowa renewable fuels station - 6/16/14 - The Iowa Renewable Fuels Association applauded the ceremonial
groundbreaking for Oak Street Station, highlighting the commencement of construction on a new renewable fuels retail location that will offer higher blends of ethanol and biodiesel to
Northwest Iowa motorists. http://www.biodieselmagazine.com/articles/105580/ceremonial-groundbreaking-held-for-iowa-renewable-fuels-station
 
Los Angeles Times - Finding fault with the EPA - 6/17/14 - The Natural Resources Defense Council's Frances Beinecke finds it so difficult to defend the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency's claim that its new carbon dioxide regulations will save consumers money and their jobs that she prefers to criticize the EPA's critics instead.
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/readersreact/la-le-0617-tuesday-epa-coal-20140617-story.html
 
McClatchy DC - Government numbers on crude-oil train safety don’t add up - 6/16/14 -  The State Department projects 28 more fatalities and 189 more injuries a year if crude
oil moves by rail instead of the proposed Keystone XL pipeline. Sounds bad, but is it true? http://www.mcclatchydc.com/2014/06/16/230497/government-numbers-on-crude-oil.html
 
New Republic - House Republicans Are So Mad at the EPA that They Might Force Another Shutdown - 6/16/14 - Even before the Environmental Protection Agency released a
big set of proposed coal regulations this month, Republicans had made clear their intent to undermine the rules. http://www.newrepublic.com/article/118206/house-gop-could-force-
shutdown-over-epa-carbon-rule
 



Roll Call - Commentary: Obama's Playing Chicken With Manufacturing Comeback Using the EPA - 6/16/14 - The Obama administration has taken its latest step away from
the “all-of-the-above” energy strategy the president has professed to support.
http://www.rollcall.com/news/obamas_playing_chicken_with_manufacturing_comeback_using_the_epa_commentary-233908-1.html
 
Bloomberg News - Coal's share of world energy demand at highest since 1970 - 6/17/14 - Coal dominated world energy markets last year by supplying the biggest share of
demand since 1970, making it the fastest growing fossil fuel, according to an annual review by BP. http://www.stltoday.com/business/local/coal-s-share-of-world-energy-demand-at-
highest-since/article_851df6f9-5328-5033-8ae1-5f2e00bec4f8.html
 
Money News - John Podesta Speaks on Obama Agenda — Part I - 6/16/17 - Podesta said he has been busy working on the rollout of carbon pollution restrictions on power plant
operations as part of his work as coordinator of climate change and energy programs for the White House. http://www.moneynews.com/Robert-Feinberg/Podesta-pollution-climate-
EPA/2014/06/16/id/577202/
 
EHS Today - McCarthy: New EPA Guidelines to Cut Carbon Pollution Is ‘War on Coal’ - 6/16/14 - The Environmental Protection Agency claims the proposal to cut carbon
pollution from existing power plants is a flexible proposal to ensure a healthier environment, spur innovation and strengthen the economy. http://ehstoday.com/epa/mccarthy-new-epa-
guidelines-cut-carbon-pollution-war-coal
 
Washington Examiner - Did the EPA Administrator admit to waging a 'war on coal'? - 6/16/14 - Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy appeared to
agree Friday night that the agency is indeed fighting a “war on coal.” http://washingtonexaminer.com/did-the-epa-administrator-admit-to-waging-a-war-on-coal/article/2549796
 
EcoWatch - EPA Administrator Declares War on Coal on ‘Real Time With Bill Maher’ - 6/17/14 - Those who appear on HBO never need to mince words, especially not on Real
Time with Bill Maher. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy refused to tiptoe in describing what her announcement of the president’s emissions
proposal and goals really meant. http://ecowatch.com/2014/06/17/epa-administrator-war-on-coal-bill-maher/
 
The Hill - Daines bill would block EPA climate regs - 6/16/14 - Rep. Steve Daines (R-Mont.) has introduced a bill to block implementation of the Obama administration's proposed
regulations to cut power plants' carbon emissions. http://thehill.com/blogs/floor-action/house/209474-daines-bill-would-block-epa-climate-regs
 
National Journal - Obama Is Betting His Environmental Legacy on Hillary Clinton - 6/12/14 - Even if the Obama administration gets its sweeping controls on carbon emissions
from power plants into final form as expected in one year, the president will still have to wait for his successor to seal—or undo—his hoped-for environmental legacy.
http://www.nationaljournal.com/energy/obama-is-betting-his-environmental-legacy-on-hillary-clinton-20140616
 
Brownfield Ag News - Proposed changes to ‘waters of the U.S.’ - 6/17/14 - The amount of frustration over the EPA’s proposed changes to the Clean Water Act and their
jurisdiction over ‘waters of the U.S.’ is growing, not only in the agricultural community, but in Congress as well. http://brownfieldagnews.com/2014/06/17/proposed-waters-u-s/
 
Climate Central - Clean Power Plan Exempts Major CO2 Emitters - 6/17/14 - The proposed Clean Power Plan, which aims to slash carbon emissions from existing electric
power plants burning fossil fuel, may allow some of the most polluting coal-fired power plants in the country to continue operating without having to slash their emissions.
http://www.climatecentral.org/news/clean-power-plan-exempts-major-co2-emitters-17564
 
Houston Business Journal (Texas) - More infighting expected over energy "trade secrets" - 6/17/14 - As the domestic shale boom continues and energy companies
increasingly rely on technological advances, more oil and gas companies are fighting and suing each other regarding "trade secrets," said Jesse Pierce, a founding partner of
Houston-based Pierce & O'Neill LLP. http://www.bizjournals.com/houston/blog/drilling-down/2014/06/more-infighting-expected-over-energy-trade-secrets.html
 
ClimateWire - Solar home market begins to capture mainstream buyers - 6/17/14 - The rooftop solar panel, once a badge of distinction for energy nerds and greens, is going
mainstream. http://www.eenews.net/climatewire/2014/06/17/stories/1060001398
 
The Hill - EPA chief: Climate rule is about leadership - 6/16/14 - Environmental Protection Agency chief Gina McCarthy says the administration's recent proposal to cut carbon



pollution from the nation's power plants is about leadership. http://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/209487-epa-chief-climate-rule-is-about-leadership
 
Grist - Will EPA’s power plant regulations be stopped in the courts? - 6/17/14 - The famous adage that nothing is certain in this world but death and taxes should probably be
amended. At least insofar as politics and policy are concerned, there is a third inevitability: lawsuits. http://grist.org/climate-energy/will-epas-power-plant-regulations-be-stopped-in-
the-courts/
 
The Hill (blog) - Carbon controls and a solar surge: Are public attitudes changing the game? - 6/16/14 - Debates about federal carbon control regulations and a solar-energy-
induced "death spiral" for electric utilities have been heating up, but along separate tracks. Those two debates have now effectively collided. http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-
blog/209203-carbon-controls-and-a-solar-surge-are-public-attitudes-changing-the-game
 
Los Angeles Times - Op-Ed: How the insurance industry sees climate change - 6/17/14 - A major insurance company has moved to protect itself, and it may be the most
important milestone yet in the struggle to contend with global warming. http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-linden-insurance-climate-change-20140617-story.html
 
BNA - Greenhouse Gas Emissions Proposal for Existing Power Plants Raises Thorny Issues - 6/16/14 - The EPA, in seeking to exercise the regulatory authority the Supreme
Court has given it, particularly with its far-reaching and overwhelmingly complex proposed greenhouse gas emission guidelines for existing power plants, is swinging for the bleachers.
http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?fedfid=48246265&vname=dennotallissues&jd=a0f1t5n6q6&split=0
 
BNA - USGS Water Study Highlights Road Deicers As Big Source of Dissolved Solids in Streams - 6/16/14 - Road deicers stand out as a high-volume source of dissolved
solids in U.S. streams in a study released June 16 by the U.S. Geological Survey. http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?
fedfid=48246289&vname=dennotallissues&jd=a0f1v0r7k1&split=0
 
BNA - National Children's Study Needs More Work, Scientific Rationale, Academies Panel Says - 6/16/14 - The proposed multibillion-dollar National Children's Study needs
further development and a stronger scientific rational before proceeding, the National Academies said in a report released June 16.
http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?fedfid=48246287&vname=dennotallissues&jd=a0f1u6v0r0&split=0
 
BNA - Researchers Show What Sustainability Issues Matter Most, Least in Corporate Reports - 6/16/14 - A sustainability research and advisory institute has ranked what
environmental, social and governance issues matter most and least in sustainability reports across 35 sectors. http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?
fedfid=48246288&vname=dennotallissues&jd=a0f1u7z5q4&split=0
 
BNA - Obama Slams Congressional Republicans For ‘Wrong' Attitudes on Climate Change - 6/16/14 - President Barack Obama slammed in a June 14 speech those in
Congress who deny the widespread scientific consensus that human activities are a cause of climate change and others who use their lack of scientific expertise as a justification for
not answering questions on climate change. http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?fedfid=48246272&vname=dennotallissues&jd=a0f1u5q7j3&split=0
 
BNA - EPA Proposes to Remove Reference To 2005 Standard for Site Assessments - 6/16/14 - The Environmental Protection Agency is proposing a rule to withdraw recognition
of an outdated 2005 industry standard for assessing brownfields and other sites for potential environmental liability, according to a notice scheduled for publication June 17 in the
Federal Register. http://news.bna.com/deln/DELNWB/split_display.adp?fedfid=48246268&vname=dennotallissues&jd=a0f1u5m3b4&split=0
 
BNA - Focus on Power Plant Rule's Health Benefits Could Build Wider Support Among Public - 6/16/14 - The Obama administration's emphasis on the public health benefits
of its first-ever greenhouse gas emissions standards for existing power plants may help make climate change resonate with more Americans—which could build support for the
controversial rule. http://www.bna.com/focus-power-plant-n17179891312/
 
Inside EPA - USGS To Study Availability Of CO2 For EOR, Key Issue For NSPS Compliance - 6/16/14 - The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) is planning to study the long-term
availability of carbon dioxide (CO2) from naturally occurring sources for use in enhanced oil recovery (EOR) operations. http://insideepa.com/201406162474100/EPA-Daily-
News/Daily-News/usgs-to-study-availability-of-co2-for-eor-key-issue-for-nsps-compliance/menu-id-95.html
 



Inside EPA - EAB Floats New Steps To Strengthen EPA's Water 'Connectivity' Study - 6/16/14 - EPA's advisors are suggesting new steps the agency could take to shore up its
draft report on waters' connectivity, including floating new language for the report that would ease regulators' ability to assert jurisdiction over smaller waters located outside of
floodplains, while also urging EPA to strengthen its focus on groundwater and biological connections. http://insideepa.com/Risk-Policy-Report/Risk-Policy-Report-06/17/2014/sab-
floats-new-steps-to-strengthen-epas-water-connectivity-study/menu-id-130.html
 
Inside EPA - Brookings Warns U.S. Climate Policy Delay Will Hurt Economy - 6/16/14 - The think tank Brookings Institution is warning that delays in enacting U.S. climate
policies could have greater adverse impacts on the economy compared to the alternative climate policy of implementing a carbon tax immediately. http://insideepa.com/Risk-Policy-
Report/Risk-Policy-Report-06/17/2014/brookings-warns-us-climate-policy-delay-will-hurt-economy/menu-id-130.html
 
Inside EPA - EAB Review Could Spur Calls For EPA To Tighten Waste Combustor MACT - 6/16/14 - An EPA Environmental Appeals Board (EAB) judge is raising questions in
a hazardous waste combustor permit suit over whether the agency's maximum achievable control technology (MACT) standard for the combustors is sufficiently strict as applied in
certain areas. http://insideepa.com/Risk-Policy-Report/Risk-Policy-Report-06/17/2014/eab-review-could-spur-calls-for-epa-to-tighten-waste-combustor-mact/menu-id-130.html
 
Inside EPA - High Court Agrees To Hear Suit Over Agencies' Power To Re-Interpret Rules - 6/16/14 - The Supreme Court has agreed to review an appellate ruling that would
require EPA and other agencies to follow notice-and-comment procedures when they amend interpretations of their rules. http://insideepa.com/201406162474105/EPA-Daily-
News/Daily-News/high-court-agrees-to-hear-suit-over-agencies-power-to-re-interpret-rules/menu-id-95.html
 
Inside EPA - Insurers Weigh Long-Term Bonds To Hedge Against Climate Change Risks - 6/16/14 - The insurance and risk modeling industries are considering issuing "long-
term climate change bonds" that would allow insurers and others to hedge against damage from sea-level rise, changing precipitation patterns and other physical risks posed by
climate change. http://insideepa.com/Risk-Policy-Report/Risk-Policy-Report-06/17/2014/insurers-weigh-long-term-bonds-to-hedge-against-climate-change-risks/menu-id-130.html
 
Inside EPA - In High Court Fight, EPA Defends Discretion On Setting Ambient Air Limits - 6/17/14 - EPA is urging the Supreme Court to reject a pending industry suit asking
the justices to overturn an appellate ruling that upheld the agency's tightening of its ozone national ambient air quality standard (NAAQS).
http://insideepa.com/201406172474194/EPA-Daily-News/Daily-News/in-high-court-fight-epa-defends-discretion-in-setting-ambient-air-limits/menu-id-95.html
 
Press Releases:
Link to all R7 press releases: http://go.usa.gov/Qx5
 
Location is Changed for June 19 News Conference in St. Joseph, Mo., with EPA and Mo-Kan Regional Council – 6/17/14 – Contact: Chris Whitley, 7394
 
Fact Sheets:
Link to all R7 fact sheets: http://www.epa.gov/region7/factsheets
 
None
 
Upcoming Administrator/RA Events:
* New additions noted with an asterisk
 
6/18/14 – Federal Executive Board Monthly Meeting, Kansas City, Mo.  Contact: Julia Cacho, 7071
 
*6/19/14 – MO-KAN Council, Inc. Brownfields Media Event, St. Joseph, Mo.  Contact:  Chris Whitley, 7394
 
6/24-25/14 – Four-State Directors Meeting (with Joe Goffman), Nebraska City, Neb.  Contact: Wendy Lubbe, 7551



 
7/9/14 – Waters of the U.S. events with Nancy Stoner, Columbia, Mo.  Contact: Karen Flournoy, 7782
 
7/9/14 – Hinkson Creek meeting, Columbia, Mo.  Contact: Shawn Grindstaff, 7274
 
7/11/14 – Joint R6/R7 COOP Meeting, Dallas, Texas.  Contact: Chris Taylor, 7736
 
7/16/14 – Tribal Consultation Training, Regional Office.  Contact:  Heather Hamilton, 7039
 
7/21-22/14 – Budget Forum, Washington, D.C.  Contact: Julia Cacho, 7071
 
7/23-24/14 – National Tribal Operations Committee Meeting, Washington DC.  Contact: Lynn Slugantz, 7883
 
7/28-30/14 – Regional Tribal Operations Committee Meeting, Niobara, Neb.  Contact: Lynn Slugantz, 7883
 
DRA:
 
6/24-25/14 – Four State Directors Meeting, Nebraska City, Neb.  Contact: Wendy Lubbe, 7551
 
7/21-22/14 – Budget Forum, Washington, D.C.  Contact: Julia Cacho, 7071
 
*7/23-7/24/14   Executive Management Council Meeting, Washington, DC    Contact: Dana Peters, x7444
 
RA/Immediate Office

None

Other Events

AWMD

None

CNSL

None
 
ECO/EJ

None
 
ENSV

None



PLMG
 
None
 
RA/OPA
 
9/29-30/14 - Healthy Schools Outreach, Missouri School Plant Managers’ Association Conference, Four Seasons, Lake of the Ozarks, Mo.  Contact:  Kathleen Fenton, 7874 and
Harry Diesel, 7382
 
SUPR

None
 
WWPD
 
6/15-19/14 – EPA Section 404 Clean Water Act Training at Region 5, Chicago, Ill.  Contact: Lantz Tipton, 7892
 
6/19-20/14 – Nebraska Game and Parks Field Tour, Lincoln, Neb.  Contact: Heather Duncan, 7640
 
6/23-24/14 – Iowa Department of Natural Resources Copper Biotic Ligand Model Technical Meeting, Des Moines, Iowa.  Contact: John Reyna, 7021
 
6/23-26/14 – Office of Pesticide Programs/Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance National Federal Insecticide, Fungicide Rodenticide Act Supervisor’s Meeting,
Washington, DC.  Contacts: Jamie Green, 7139, Royan Teter, 7609
 
6/24-26/14 – National Underground Injection Control Managers Meeting, Washington, DC.  Contacts: Mary Mindrup, 7431, Kurt Hildebrandt, 7413
 
6/25/14 – Providing Technical Training on the Revised Total Coliform Rule for the Missouri Department of Natural Resources Drinking Water Program, Jefferson City, Mo.  Contact:
Stan Calow, 7410
 
 
 
 


